The Evolution of a Style

Style today is about introducing well-considered furnishings into a room, avoiding a ‘matched’ look and
generating the energy that comes from original room designs. The completed look is brought together
with an overview and an experienced eye.

With so much around us to draw from, finding our style is what is important, not necessarily following the
latest trend. What we choose may depend on other factors like the size and style of house we live in, our
lifestyle, and the budget we have available. A look is not always completed quickly, in normal
circumstances it evolves over time with found and collected objects, gifts and items brought back from
further afield with memories attached.

If you are starting from the beginning or need to re-evaluate what you have to add a new injection of
style, the components of the look need a plan to make the room look complete at all stages, but may be
added in a layering process once the main direction is set. What do you want the overall look and feel of
the room to be? Choose a few elements to lay the foundations for that look. Even an eclectic mixture of
furniture and styles can be made to work together with an expert eye and the right accessories and
details to gel it together.
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Do’s and Don’ts for upgrading and personalising your home style

Don’t work with a piece of furniture or carpet colour that you do not like just because it still has
life in it — you still won't like it further down the line when it is more difficult to change direction.
Though it's worth looking at how it may be incorporated in the look in a way that you may not
have thought of, or in another area of the house

Do Start the decision making process with the largest elements first, based on your style choice
for the room. Wall colour / finish - Floor colour / finish - Largest item of furniture

Do set a budget for what you want to achieve. The decisions made after this will be affected and
will dictate in what areas the money needs to be directed most. Some affects can be achieved on
a smaller portion of the budget, others are not worth cutting back on. Your budget is an
investment in your lifestyle and sense of wellbeing.

Don’t forget the accessories if you are doing the job over a longer period of time. The aim is to
have a finished look at all stages, so that you do not have to live in bare or uncomfortable rooms.
This emphasises the importance of having a design plan and budget.



Some Home Styling Tips

Plants add instant life and energy to a room

The positioning and grouping of pictures is very important. Do not fall into the trap of hanging
them too high. If you are grouping them, plan out the distances and overall shapes first

Choose your main colour and a couple of accent colours. Do not over co-ordinate your colour
scheme, ideally add in some subtle variation of shades without creating a mis-match

Remember — each item in the room is related to the other, so if you change one item the rest will
need to be re-evaluated, as it might mean further adjustments to the finished scheme

For authentic styling, mix in old with new and expensive items with less expensive ones
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